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TOWN OF McBEE  

REGULAR TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

(VIA CONFERENCE CALL DUE TO COVID-19) 

July 2, 2020 

 

 

Present:  Mayor John Campolong, Charlie Sutton, A. C. McLeod, Jr., Glenn Odom, Beulah Bolton,  

Martin Driggers (Attorney) 

 

Absent:   Terri King, Administrator  

 

Note to Minutes:  Tisha Jones, Finance Town Clerk, typed minutes. 

 

Meeting Called to Order: Mayor John Campolong called meeting to order. 

 

Invocation: Martin Driggers, Attorney 

 

Motion to approve minutes from June 10, 2020 Meeting by Mayor John Campolong, Seconded by 

Council Member A.C. McLeod Jr., All in Favor. 

 

Council Member Charlie Sutton: Do we have to amend the minutes to talk about the budget? 

 

Question to Martin Driggers, Attorney: No, we can talk about the budget without amending. 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  The highlights, we do have a balanced budget and last years budget 

653,000 and this year its 623,537 and the reason for that is just because we do not have the money 

coming and along with increases in wages and insurance and retirement and tax fees have increased 

over $30K. we also have a liability increase in insurance which we have no control over.  We had to do 

some cutting to meet our budget.  We did have a fairly good shortfall from the police department that 

we did not anticipate.  With the pandemic, they have not been able to issue violations and that affected 

our income.  I am happy to say that we do not have to increase any property tax and we are one of the 

few municipalities that have not had to increase any property taxes.  We will be off with our hospitality 

with restaurants closing and some not able to serve and not being able to charge for hospitality.   

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod:  Just got on, are you all discussing the budget?  Did you all pass the 

minutes for the last meeting? 

 

Mayor John Campolong:   We are talking about the budget.  We have to approve a budget.  Terri and 

I have been working on this for weeks now to tell what we can expect.  We must have a balanced 

budget and be realistic on our expenditures based on what our income will be.  Recaps increases in 
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expenses such as retirement, wages, and insurance.  Even though we are expecting about $30K less in 

income less this year from last year, we should not have to raise any property taxes. 

 

(Tisha Jones reading minutes out loud from June 10, 2020 for the council.) 

 

Motion to approve the minutes: Motion by Council Member Glenn Odom, Second by Council 

Member A.C. McLeod, All were in favor. 

 

Ordinance 2020-2 “Municipal Budget for Fiscal Year 2020-2021” 

Ordinance to set the budget of the Town of McBee for fiscal year 2019-2020 as set forth below: 

 Revenue & Expenditures: General Fund  $623,537 

     Utility Fund  $---,--- 

 

Motion to accept first reading of Ordinance 2020-2 “Municipal Budget for Fiscal Year 2020 – 

2021” made by Mayor John Campolong,  

 

Point of Order by Council Member Glenn Odom  

“I am very uncomfortable approving a budget or anything that I have not seen” 

 

Discussion: 

 

Mayor John Campolong: I understand.   

 

Council Member Glenn Odom:  Mayor, I will meet you in the middle. I will vote to approve first 

reading but I would like to read it before the second reading. 

 

Mayor John Campolong: I think that is fine and what I suggested. 

 

Council Member Glenn Odom:  I’m fine with that.   

 

Motion: Seconded by Council Member A.C. McLeod, All in Favor. 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  

I have had some requests for two alleyways to be closed.  Those are 125 between 11th street and east 

town limits and 109 between 10th and 11th street North.  This covers the way by the tennis courts and 

fire department, and we close the alleyway to make a way for a future parking lot for our tennis courts 

that will be convenient for that area.  The lady who brought the block on 109 N 10th and 11th street, she 

would like to have her alleyway closed.  She will be building on it and it will go right into her area.  I 

would like to recommend approving because we have done a lot of observing and closing in the past.  

If we have no objection, I would like to recommend that we make these two closures. 
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Council Member Glenn Odom: I do not have a problem with closing the one at the fire department.  

However, I just do not believe we should be giving town property to anyone. I am against that. I am 

good with the one where we will have parking because that will be our facility, but I am not 

comfortable with approving the second one. Correct me if I am wrong Mayor, you were talking about a 

piece of alleyway where people can park at the tennis court, which belongs to the town which we don’t 

have to give anyone.  The other is for a lady that purchased a piece of property, I just have a problem 

giving away people’s land. 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  It’s not land being given away.  This is useful one way or the other.  The 

reason we need to go ahead with the block 125 this will close to the alleyway all the way to the town 

limits.  We need to go ahead and close it so further down the road there is no question or problems we 

may have.  We have closed several alleyways through town even some during your administration.  

The forefathers laid out the town and didn’t consider many things and now the way things are being 

build we need to make these closures.  The lady will be building houses on it. I think the alleyways 

closed will make that mor secure. 

 

Council Member Glenn Odom: I would like to make a motion to table until some of us can put our 

feet on the ground and see whats going on.  I know Kemp is busy but if Charlie and us can walk out 

there and see what’s going. 

 

Council Member A. C. McLeod:  I think we should go ahead with the tennis courts alleyway.  We 

should go ahead with that.  For the other, the lady is back near the property of the mayor’s house.  

Back when I was closing mine, I was told that if you own all the blocks, then you can request the 

alleyway to be closed.  So I am okay with that.  For the tennis courts, I talked with George McCoy and 

he was fine with us using that for parking and in turn we also might add another tennis court and add a 

water line but it will stay in the alleyway and they are in agreement with that.  I had that surveyed and 

the fee for that with Earl is $500 and I will ask for approval on that.  But I went ahead on the behalf of 

the town.  For the other, I think if a written request is done from the lady saying she does own all the 

property on all 16 lots in that block and she wants to close the alleyway.  Legally, the town probably 

still owns it but it will be access to get to the lots on that block.  If you own all the lots and you don’t 

want access to the public then its usually granted. 

 

Council Member Glenn Odom:  I think we can go ahead and do whatever we have to do the fire 

department and we just need to get some more information from the lady. I agree with Kemp, I do 

think we need to go ahead with that one because we need to do work. 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  I haven’t gotten a written request because I wanted to present this quickly 

but I can get a written request from the lady saying she owns all 16 lots. I know legally she has the 

right to request that closing because she owns it.  I will get that so we can discuss that at the next 

meeting. 
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Council Member Glenn Odom: I rode out there and looked where the survey marker is for the town, 

and where she is building is outside of town so I am confused there? 

 

Mayor John Campolong: You are confused there because she is building in town.  I know the 

property because I sold her the property and its in town.  You saw the markers and if you have 

questions on that you can check the map. 

 

 

Council Member Glenn Odom: For the record, I have no problem closing it for the lady I just want to 

see what it is that we are closing.I am with Kemp on the other that we go ahead and proceed with this 

with the fire department. 

 

Motion for closure of alleyway by the fire departments and tennis courts made by Council 

Member Glenn Odom  Seconded by Council Member A.C. McLeod.  All in Favor. 

 

Motion to approve Sheheen, Hancock & Godwin as CPA’s for 2020-2021 Fiscal Year by Mayor 

Campolong. 

 

Discussion:  

 

Council Member McLeod: Are they changing the same fees this year as last? 

 

Mayor Campolong: Yes, and I do have a note to ask if they can reduce.  It’s $14,000-$15,000. 

 

Council Member McLeod:  If they can reduce it by 10% I say go forward. If we go bid it out, it will 

take more time.  They do a good job but see if they will help us out some. 

 

Council Member Odom:  Kemp, Alligator handles $5mil a year and the CPA out of Columbia and the 

new one out of Spartanburg charges $7K.  The town handles $653,000 and we are going to pay 

$14,000? 

 

Council Member McLeod: That is pretty high. Yeah, well maybe we need to bid it out then. 

 

Mayor Campolong: The audit they are required to make for municipalities is a government regulated 

audit that must be approved by government standards. It’s very different of having an auditor of a 

private company, or an independent company or non for profit company. A municipality must have a 

government approved audit.   

 

Council Member Bolton: I agree, if you are paying half of what we are paying maybe there is 

someone in the middle to what we are paying and what you are paying. 
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(Motion tabled) 

 

Motion: Approve Cody Mitchell as Judge for the Town of McBee for 2020-2021. 

Motion by Council Member Glenn Odom. Second by Council Member Bea Bolton. All  in Favor. 

 

Mayor Campolong: Any reports from council before I make a motion to adjourn? 

 

Council Member Odom: I don’t have any reports Mayor. 

 

Council Member Bolton: I have one question. I want to know if Sharon Linton has been rehired? 

 

Mayor Campolong: No 

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod: Point of Business. Earl Horton did a survey for the tennis courts.  He 

charges $500 and I didn’t get that bidded out but I would like to get approval to pay him $500. 

 

Motion to approve paying Earl W Horton for survey of the tennis courts $500 made by Council 

Member Glenn Odom, Seconded by Council Member Bea Bolton, All in Favor. 

 

Council Member McLeod: Let’s talk about fireworks. Allowed in town or no? So we are on schedule 

for someone to be here Friday or Saturday night. Tisha will you check on that for me and make sure JD 

has someone here at 6 near early evening hours? Now we had an armed robbery this past week at 

Dollar General.  They have an ID on the car and license tag and all that.  We should be getting a police 

report if it happens in the town.   

 

Motion to adjourn by Council Member Glenn Odom, Second by Council Member A.C. McLeod. All 

in Favor. 

 

Typed Minutes submitted by Tisha Jones 

Approved ____ 

 

 


